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Center for 

Learning Connections

Creating Successful Futures

Ideas for Junior High/Middle School Projects

Project-based learning can take many forms.  Among them:

1. Small group or class projects emanating from the school curriculum.

2. Small group or class projects emanating from a community or school need.

3. Projects related to service learning.

4. Individual student projects.  These sometimes take the form of capstone projects, required of all students at the end of their junior high/middle school experience.

5. An entire quarter or semester class activity.

Examples of project-based learning:  



Drawings (including cartoons)

Charts


Models




Performances


Graphs




Art work


Narratives



Products


Research projects



Displays


PowerPoint presentations

Possible topics for group or class projects:

· What are issues facing the aging population in your community?

· What happens to students who drop out of school?

· How has the Internet changed our lives?

· How do we get  . . .?  (milk, fish, fruits, vegetables, sugar, etc.)

· Setting up a tutoring program for younger students

· The role of (music, sports, television, movies, art) in our nation’s development

· Why do students use drugs?

· The impact of teen pregnancy on communities and individuals

· How junior high/middle school students can prepare for successful adulthood

· Space or undersea exploration

· Designing a park, playground or athletic court

· Writing and publishing books for senior citizens or younger children

· The pros and cons of affirmative action 

· What is poetry?

· Why young adults don’t vote

· The disparity of wealth in our country

· Ethics: at home, at school, in the workplace, in athletics, etc.

· How are families changing?

· What are the major issues facing government officials in your community?

· Racism, sexism, ageism

· Why are some geographic areas gaining population while others are losing?

· How many kinds of reading and writing are there?  How do they differ?

· What are the most important skills requested in the workplace?
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